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57.    The 15 September the gentlemen at Dacca enclosed us an invoice of
some stick lack sent us on the Company's account and observed to us that
there was but an indifferent prospect at that factory of making any consider-
able investment to go home by this year's shipping as the cloth brought in by
gomastahs and others turned out so extravagantly dear; they were under a
necessity of repeating it both for their own credit and for the benefit of the
ensuing year's purchases.
58.    In the foregoing letter the gentlemen at Dacca recommended the
giving out the puttun for the ensuing year's investment as early as November,
and for that purpose requested a laack of rupees as soon as convenient, which
we have since complied with, and hope to be able to send Your Honours a
good investment of cloth from that factory by the ships of next season.
59.    By a letter from those gentlemen dated the 21 October, we learned
they had dispatched on a sloop and six mutwas several bales of cloth amount-
ing as per invoice to rupees two hundred  and thirty two thousand eight
hundred and fourteen, ten annaes, six pice (232814-10-6) current, which with the
sixty four (64) bales sent down in May last included die full quantity returned
by die Government, excepting six hundred (600) pieces of dooreas and tanjebs
which they had kept in hand for flowering early next season, between eighty
and a hundred pieces of cusseda not yet received from the ruffagurrahs, a few
pieces of musters and about six hundred and fifty pieces of different kinds of
cloth which for want of proper care being taken of them while in the Govern-
ment's possession were so rotten that they could not bear the washing nor
could they be mended.   These they requested our permission to sell at outcry
for what they would fetch.
60.    The gentlemen at Dacca in the above letter have desired the follow-
ing remarks might be inserted in our general advices to Your Honours for
your observation viz., that of the cloths returned to them by the Government
the largest proportion (exclusive of the flowered) had been by them purchased
and pass in accounts with the delolls, that, of those, many were prized higher
than what we usually purchased and were inferior in quality ; but in the putton
sortments likewise there are a great proportion of the lower letters but few
of the first and second.   This they observed on the receipt of the cloth but
as there were no names marked at the head of each piece of cloth (conformable
to our practice) they could not return the bad doth not knowing from what
delolls they had been taken, that they had invoiced them at the same prices
as they were pass [sic] in their account with the Government, nor had they been
able to pack them separate from their own, the sortments being so many and
the quantities of each so small, and that the mahmudhiattees and cossajinat
dooreas on opening will be found bad in their kinds which were every piece
purchased by the Government.
61.    We have before informed Your Honours of our having resetded the
Patna factory, and our reasons for so doing.   The troubles which immediately
followed  diat  appointment with other circumstances have   prevented  any
considerable  purchases being  made either of saltpetre or  cloth;  a small
quantity of both has been provided by Mr. Pearkes as you will observe by his
letters, to which we beg leave to refer widi our answers and remarks on the
musters he sent us for inspection.   By his last letters we observe he has con-
tracted for fifty one thousand (51^000) mauads of petre at two rupees fourteen